
PBL in Medical Students

Problem-Based Learning (PBL) is a logical step towards developing students' 

abilities to synthesize and integrate foundational concepts into clinical medicine.

Learning how to apply knowledge to complex problems is the basis for future 

advancements in science as well as excellent care of patients. 

Application of basic science concepts to clinically relevant scenarios plays a 

powerful role in not only understanding and synergizing concepts but also in developing 

comfort with integrating basic science principles with clinical medicine.

Learning … How to learn ?

Before start

What student skills are encouraged for PBL-focused medical education?

………………………..

Self-directed learning:

• Students must be trained to be able to use information rather than merely capable of remembering it. 

• Students will become independent learners as practicing professionals. Lifelong learning uses a set of 

skills that develop over time and require practice.

Reflection:

• Self-assessment, group learning and active learning. 

• Identify student strengths and weaknesses and figure out what it is that they do not know or 

thoroughly understand. 

• Identify student knowledge gaps by encouraging them in formulating good questions.

Teamwork: Students are able to …..

• Develop skills necessary for learning in groups from peers and teach peers.

• Assist each other in integrating and applying knowledge to a given problem. 

• Projects and lab work often promote these skills.
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